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Context and highlights
Woodend Children’s Centre (WCC) is a DECD full time service located on the southern side of Woodend Primary School.
The centre is 22 kilometres from the Adelaide GPO and is in the City of Marion Council. WCC is part of the Marion Coast
Partnership (MCP) of schools & preschools. This partnership of leaders looks to advance public education in the Hallett
Cove, Sheidow, Trott Park, Seacliff, Darlington and Seaview areas.
Most children and families accessing preschool services are from the Sheidow and Trott Park areas while the Occasional
Care service has families from a broader catchment including Reynella and Hallett Cove. The centre has many two parent
families with some blended and single parent families with most parents working full or part-time, or studying at a tertiary
institution.
WCC offered Universal Access that is 15 hours of preschool per week for children in their eligible year and 6 sessions of
funded Occasional Care ( 3 sessions have under 2 requirements) .
Program highlights for 2019 included children learning about cultural celebrations. As part of the reconciliation program we
introduced the Kaurna language program to the children which included many songs and games and acknowledgment of
country.Festivals like Easter, Diwali and Christmas showed the many stories of Australia.
At Book Week -`Reading is my super power' ,we had a dress up parade in the yard. The Marion Library visited and had
nominated books read.
The children were invited to preschool for breakfast, where there was discussion about the routine of the day and healthy
eating.
Many Woodend Primary classes visited the preschool, where we joined together and learned with collaboration. Wilbur’s
Wildlife, a wild life experience, where the children were able to touch or pat possums, baby crocodiles, lizards, snakes and
tree frogs.
The children were very engaged in cooking in the preschool where we made bread,(numeracy and literacy skills were
enhanced.) This was extended by a parent participating in the program.
LDAR program, where children’s motivation and engagement in reading was a focus. The reading area was upgraded and
the children’s library borrowing system was restored by our hard working Governing Council.
Music program from Calab Mason, the Musical Muscles teacher taught them about rhythm, beat and rhyme using a variety
of instruments and music & movement.

Report from the preschool management committee
The Governing Council (GC) supported the centre with National Quality Standards implementation, grounds
redevelopment and ICT upgrades and financial viability.
GC members had or either applied and received a Relevant History check and RAN training. All members received an
Induction to Governing Council Folder and an induction session as part of the first Governing Council Meeting. These
processes will continue as part of our practice in 2020.
Work Health and Safety (WHS) concerns were examined with the Chairperson, WHS representative and the Director with
the following actions were completed:
• Risk Assessment for the replacement of slide as suggested by Governing Council subcommittee
• Risk Assessment for handling of spider bites which had the centre fumigated
• Risk Assessment for the development of outdoor platform and steps so all was in accordance with NQS.

The Governing Council members elected to be part of a sub-committee to concentrate on particular projects. The sub
committees were for Playground Development, Governing Council Operations and Curriculum.
Playground Development worked with staff to replace the slide and the development of an outdoor platform and steps.
The Curriculum sub-committee audited the centre books for the children’s book borrowing library , removing inappropriate
books and damaged books and replacing with new books for children to borrow.
Centre Operations sub-committee finalized T-shirt logo and distribution, organised a phone tree for parents and
fundraising including tea towels and children’s melamine plates.
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Quality improvement planning
Q A 1- Educational Program and Practice educators identified a key priority, Educators critically reflect on children’s
learning and development. The goal for the LDAR program was to
• Strengthen the quality of formative assessment of children’s numeracy and literacy learning using the indicators of
numeracy and literacy
• Strengthen the learning design with the IPNL
The focus was implemented on the reading area and on the numeracy area of measurement. Educators promoted the
Literacy Tree, Book Week, the children’s borrowing library, educators using walk and talk books, modelling and recasting
techniques, using the Kaurna language, and promoted dispositions towards reading in a remodelled reading area.
Using the RRR data educators increased their awareness and learning of the three teaching approaches and critically
reflected on their own teaching processes and formative assessments. This process is recommended to be embedded
and focused in 2020.
Collecting the data from the preschool numeracy and literacy monitoring tool, all children’s outcomes developed from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year.
Q A 2- Children’s health and Safety educators identified the key priority: Updating educator’s policies and procedures. All
educators updated their RAN training. 50% updated their SMART training- this will be a priority for 2020. The site will be
inquiring into the Berry Street Training and development for all staff.
Q A 3- Physical environment educators identified the key priority: to update and have knowledge on environment
sustainability. A butterfly garden has been established in the yard and a vegetable and herb garden successfully growing
edible foods that the children have explored and experimented with taste and texture. New slide area installed.
Q A 4- Staffing arrangements staff identified- recognition of staff strengths and skills is discussed and celebrated in
educator meetings with highlights of the week. PDP’s were completed and 6 month reviews completed. Recommendations
that Term 1 2020 – ask educators for feedback on the process.
Q A 5 - Relationships with Children educators identified the key area of: educators interacting appropriately with all
children and use teachable moments to further children’s learning. Educators critically reflected using the RRR on the 3
teaching approaches, and reflected on missed teaching moments. Recommendation for this to be embedded in 2020
Q A 6 - Collaborative Partnerships with families and communities staff identified the key priority: Families working with
educators and involved in the service and contribute to service decisions. Parents participated in the auditing of the
children’s borrowing book library. Parents participated in the delivery of the curriculum by bringing in their skills and
abilities into the site and sharing them with children- e.g. cooking bread rolls, small craft activities and in parent
participation in reading stories. A strong collaboration with the school encouraged school class visits to the centre and
preschool children visit to the school throughout the year. Leadership meetings were a regular feature in discussing
children’s wellbeing and outcomes in the transition to school and educators collaborated in a reception preschool PD
about what transition looks like.
Q A 7- leadership and service management staff identified a key priority: having parents volunteer for the Governing
council and sub committees. The GC had a successful member attendance and have participated in the preschool
activities. A few families have elected to stay on this body for 2020. GC had input into the PQIP for 2020 and we had
responses on strengths and weaknesses of the centre and with goal setting.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Term 2
Term 3

Year

Term 1

Term 4

2016

77

76

74

74

2017

66

66

66

64

2018

58

58

58

59

2019

65

65

65

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool data collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.

Enrolment comment
Analysis of the data shows consistent numbers throughout the year and in 2019, few children leaving for private schooling
with others transferring to the centre. The site has been at capacity of 66 enrolment in 2019, which is an increase from
2018.
Attendance at the centre is generally seen as to be above the state average.

Attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2016 centre

88.2%

87.2%

89.6%

91.9%

2017 centre

94.0%

91.9%

89.6%

90.4%

2018 centre

92.5%

87.4%

83.5%

86.9%

2019 centre

93.4%

89.1%

78.0%

2016 state

91.1%

89.0%

87.2%

87.5%

2017 state

90.5%

88.2%

85.9%

87.2%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.0%

87.2%

2019 state

90.3%

87.4%

85.8%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the department's
Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual attendance using
booked hours divided by attended hours.

Attendance comment
Analysis of the data for attendance shows that the winter months have a lower attendance than the summer terms. This
would be due to sickness of children, with a very nasty flu virus that was prevalent in Adelaide for May, June and July, as
well as parents leaving the colder weather for holiday destinations. We are finding more families are returning to their
home countries in the cooler terms, then returning for the warmer weather.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2016

2017

2018

2019

640 - Hallett Cove School

0.0%

0.0%

6.0%

0.0%

1537 - Sheidow Park Primary School

0.0%

0.0%

3.0%

0.0%

8456 - St Martin de Porres School

0.0%

3.0%

3.0%

0.0%

1056 - Woodend Primary School

91.0%

92.0%

84.0%

95.2%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only schools that are a
destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Source: Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2019 collection.

Destination schools comment
Analysis of the data shows that as we are co-located with the Woodend Primary School, this influences the families
choices of schooling for their children. We find that if they have chosen Woodend Primary school, that they would like
their children to attend the Woodend Children’s Centre. This year 1- 2 children did go to Saint Martin de Porres school ,
Sheidow Park school, Hallet cove South Primary School and Reynella Primary School. These parents made their child's
schools destination at the end of Term 4 so destination data is not quite accurate.
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Client opinion summary

Nineteen surveys were submitted after 66 surveys were put out to the community of Woodend Children’s Centre. Each
area of the survey indicated that 88% of parents were agreeable, strongly agreeable or neutral to the responses.
Some parents identified the area of communication as an area needing strengthening. Many strategies have been put in
place this year to enable clearer communication to families on their children’s development and the centres program,
using newsletters, Face-book, floor books and informal discussions. The data reminds us that this is an issue that need to
be constantly reviewed and focused on.

Relevant history screening
With the change in the criminal history check, ECW and Teaching Educators need to do their WWCC checks in 2020 on.
All criminal history checks were compliant for teachers and ECW’s in 2019. All third Parties like the cleaner, gardeners,
practicum students and private providers present their criminal history.
Relief teachers and ECW present a criminal history check upon arrival.

Financial statement
Funding Source

Amount

1.

Grants: State

2.

Grants: Commonwealth

3.

Parent Contributions

$43,100.00

4.

Other

$16,853.00

$495,534.00
0

2019 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2019 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Funding for the LDAR project was used for relief to participate in the training days.
We also committed to fund the project with reading corner resources and an upgrade in the literacy
area. Library resources for children to borrow were upgraded.
Numeracy resources were upgraded as needed.

Emphasis on professional training in
numeracy and literacy outcomes was
funded and resources for numeracy and
literacy .

Twelve children were supported during 2019. Seven of these children needed speech/language
programs as well as behavioural support. Five children needed behavioural support.

All children are attending Primary schools
in reception classes. 6 children needed
Transition meetings with their respective
schools,

Twin children needed bilingual support from Russian to English. This was achieved in Term1 with 3
hours per week.

Transition meetings were held for the
children to meet their needs in the primary
school.

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

